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IN THE CLAIMS: 




Tease delete claims 2, 5, 7, 8, 16, 17, and amend 1,4,7, 14, 15, 18-29,31-33,40- 
42, 46, 47, 48, 53, 57, 59, 61 and 62 as follows: 

1 . A computer-aided group-learning system for more than one user to work on a 
subject, the system comprising: 

[an interaction] a controller configured to 

[generate materials on the subject to communicate to one or more 
users for the one or more users to work on the subject;] 

set a duration of time for users to communicate so as to allow them 
to work on materials on the subject. [;] 

start a dialogue session for users to communicate in an area related 
to the subicct[:1 , and 

stop the dialogue session approximately at or before the end of the 
duration of time; 

a monitoring apparatus configured to monitor at least one user^s input to 
the system du rinR the dialogue session so as to have the monitored input available 
for analysis: and 

wherein based on the analysis, the controller guides at least one user back 
to the subiec t in the dialogue session when one or more users have been distracted 
from the subject for a duration of time; 

such that the dialogue session provides an interactive environment to help 
the users learn. 




j A computer-aided group-learning method for more than one user to work on a 

subject, the method comprising the steps of: 

[generating materials on the subject to communicate to one or more users for the 
one or more users to work on the subject;] 

setting a duration of time for users to communicate among themselves to allow 
them to work on materials on the subiect : 
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Starting a dialogue session for users to communicate in an area related to the 
subject; [and] 

stopping the dialogue session approximately at or before the end of the duration 
of time : and 

monitoring at least one us er^s input during the dialogue session so as to have thg 
0 monitored input available for analysis: 

^yhe^ein ba^ed on the analysis, the method further comprises the step of yuiding at 
least one user back to the subject in the dialogue session when one or more users have 
been distracted from the subject for a duration of time^ 

such that t he dialogue session provides an interactive environment to help the 
users learn. 

^cj^yH^ A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claini^ further comprising 
the step of repeating [from] the steps of [generating] setting through monitoring after the 
^ step of [stopping] monitoring , 

A computer-aided group-learning system as recited in claim 1 further comprising 
an initializer configured to [set] identify the subject to be v^orked on . 





A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim [17]^ wherein the 
analysis includes analyzing one or more users' performance on the subject. 



^ computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim [17] 



A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim [17] ^wherein the 
analysis includes analyzing a user's interaction in the dialogue session. 

A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim [1 7]y/ wherein the 
analysis includes analyzing the relevancy of the user's inputs. 

'J 

Jti, A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim [17] / wherein the 
analysis includes analyzing the approach the user asks questions. 




09/27/1999 22:29 4159617789 TONG'S RESIDENCE PAGE 06 




^ A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim ^wherein the 
analysis furtheLincludes analyzing if the user is disruptive. 

/23. A computer-aided group-learning method as recited id claim j/^ wherein the 
analysis furthcLincludes analyzing if the user dominates the dialogue session. 

JA, A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim 19 wherein the 
analysis ftutheLincludes analyzing the frequency of the user's inputs. 

^° 

A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim 22 wherein the 
analysis further includes generating a dictionary of words based on the inputs of one or 
more other users. 

A computer-aided group-learning system for more than one user to work on a 
subject, the system comprising: 

[an interaction] a_conlroller configured to 

[generate materials on the subject to communicate to one or more users for 
the one or more users to work on the subject;] 

set a duration of time for users to communicate in a dialogue session so as 
to allow the users to work on materials on the subject : [and] 

a monito ring apparatus configured to monitor at least one user*s inputs to the 
system during the dialoeue session so as to have the monitored inputs available for 
analysis : and 

[a performance analyzer operatively coupled to the interaction controller for 
analyzing the monitored inputs;] 
wherein 

the materials [generated] for at least one user to work on are tailored to 
that user based on the monitored inputs : and 

wherein based on the analysis, the controller guides at least one user bock 
to the subject in the dialotzue session when one or more users have been distracted 
from the subject for a duration of time: 
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such that t he dialogue session provides an interactive environment to help the 
users Icam. 



computer-aided group-]eaming system for more than one user to work on a 
subject, the system comprising: 

[an interaction] a controller configured to 

set a duration of time for users to communicate^[;] 

start a dialogue session for users to communicate in an area related to the 

subject^[;] and 

stop the dialogue session approximately at or before the end of the 
duration of time; [and] 

a monitori ng apparatus configured to monitor at least one user's inputs to the 
system during the dialogue session so as to have the monitored inputs available for 
gifialysis ; 

a recommendatio n generator configured to recommend the actions of the 
controller based on the inputs monitored: and 
Ql^-jij^ performance analyzer operatively coupled to the interaction controller for 

^ analyzing the monitored inputs] 

yyherein based on the analysis, the controller guides at least one user back to the 
subject in the dialogue session v/hen one or more users have been distracted from the 
subject for a duration of time: 

such that the dialogue session provides an interactive environment to help the 
users Icam. 



A computer-aided group-learning system as recited in claim [2] 1 further 
comprising; 

a recommendation generator coupled to the [interaction] controller for 
recommending the actions of the [interaction] controller based on the inputs monitored; 
and 

a report generator for generating repons on each user to show what the user 
should work on. 



09/27/1999 22:29 4159617789 TONG ' S RESIDENCE PAGE 06 



^ A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim [5]^ further 
comprising the steps of: 

providing recommendation on [generating] materials for one or more users based 
on the inputs monitored; and 

generating reports on each user to show what the user should work on, 





. A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claimy/further comprising: 

the step of restricting users who can work on the subject : and 
^ wherein the one or more users working on the subject arc existing users . 

s2, A computer-aided group-learning method as recited in claim*^ further 
comprising the step of obtaining inputs from a potential u$er for determining whether the 
potential user [may be allowed to] can join the one or more existing users to work on the 
subject. 



A computer-aided group-learning system for more than one user to work on a 
subject, the system comprising: 

a user registr>^ for restricting [the] one or more users who can use the system; 

[an interaction] a_controller operatively coupled to the user registry, the controller 
configured to 

[generate materials on the subject to communicate to the users who can 
use the system to work on the subject;] 

set a duration of time for users to communicate in a dialogue session so as 
to allow the users to work on materials on the subject : [and] 

a monitorinR apparatus configured to monitor at least one user's inputs to the 
system during the dialogue session so as to have the monitored inputs available for 
analysis : and 

[a performance analyzer operatively coupled to the interaction controller for 
analyzing the monitored inputs] 
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wherein ba sed on the analysis, the controller guides at least one user back to the 
subject in the dialogue sessi on when one or more users have been distracted from the 
subject for a duration of time: 

such that the dialot^ue session provides an interactive environment to help the 
users Icam. 

p^. A computer-aided learning system for more than one user to work on a subject. 
the system compri sing; 

a user registr>' for restricting one or more users who can use the system to work 
on the subject based on at least one user's input, who can discuss the issue of restricting 
with another user in a dialogue session provided by the system : 

[an interaction] a controller operatively coupled to the user registry, the 
[interaction] controller configured to generate materials on the subject for the one or 
more users who can use the system to work on the subject; [and] 

a monitoring apparatus configured to monitor at least one user*s inputs to the 
system so as to have the monitored inputs available for analysis : and 

[a performance analyzer operatively coupled to the interaction controller for 
analyzing the monitored inputs] 

wherein based on the analysis, the controller guides at least one user back to the 
subject in the dialogue session when one or more users have been distracted from the 
subject for a duration of time. 

A computer-aided group-learning system as recited in claim [2] _Lfurther 
comprising: 

a performance analyzer operatively coupled to the [interaction] controller for 
analyzing the monitored inputs to generate a profile of one or more users; and 

a user-profile storage medium for storing the one or more users' profile. 

A computer-aided group-learning system as recited in claim ^fwherein the user- 
profile storage -medium is separated into a private and a public area, with the public area 
storing information that can be accessed by [any person] the public . 
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4^. A computer-aided group-learning method recited in claim [5] / further 
comprising the steps of: 

analyzing the monitored inputs to generate a profile of one or more users; and 

storing the one or more users' profile in a storage medium. 

4w. A computer-aided group-learning system for more than one user to work on a 
subject, the system comprising: 

[an interaction] a controller configured to 

[generate materials on the subject to communicate to the users for them to 
work on the subject;] 

set a duration of time for the users to communicate in a dialogue session 
so as to allow the users to work on materials on the subject. [:] and 

monitor at least one user*s inputs to the system during the dialogue 

session : 

a performance analyzer operatively coupled to the [interaction] controller for 
analyzing the monitored inputs to generate a profile of one or more users; [and] 

a user-profile storage medium for storing the one or more users' profile ; and 

wherein based on the analysis by the performance analyzer, the controller Ruides 
at least one user back to the subject in the dialogue session when one or more users have 
been distracted from the subject for a duration of time; 

such that the dialogue session provides an interactive environment to help the 
tisers Icam. 



; 4 ■ 

53. A computer-aided group-learning system as recited in claim^ wherein the 
[interaction] controller guides the user to take notes. 



a" 



computer-aided learning system for more than one user to work on a subject, 
the system comprisinp. 

a notepad for a user to take notes while working on [a] the subject through the 
system; [and] 
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[an interaction! a coniroller configured to 

set a duration of lime for users to communicate among themselves in a 
dialogue session to allow them to work on materials on the subject. 

monitor at least one user's input during the dialogue session so as to have 
the monitored input available for analysis, md 

[for generating materials on the subject for the user, and for guiding] guide 
the user to lake notes i and 
wherein 

the guidance to take notes is based on at least one of the user's inputs 
when the user is working on the subject: and 

based on the analysis, the controller guides at least one user back to the 
subject in the dialogue session when one or more users have been distracted from 
the subject for a duration of time. 



A computer-aided learning system as recited in claim 5Twherein the system is 
r\ ^ configured to allow the user to link the notes taken to [the] materials [generated by the 
\jK^ generator] on the subject. 



j^J^ A computer-aided learning system as recited in claim ^'7^herein[:] 

the [interaction] controller is configured lo monitor the user's inputs while the 
user is working on the subject[; and 

the guidance depends on the monitored inputs], 

fiz, A computer-aided learning method for more than one user to work on a subiect. 
the method comprising the steps of: 



[generating materials on a subject for a user;] 
aJlocating an area for a user to take notes; [and] 
guiding the user to lake notes; 

setting g duration of time for users to communicate among themselves in a 
dialogue session to allow them to work on materials on the subject: 




